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comfortable frutes of protection, which att other times we
might well expect,1 We therefore doe conceive itt our
bounden dutye without delay to enter into a present con-
sociation amongst ourselves for mutuall help and strength
in all our future concernments, thatt, as in nation and
religion, so, in other respects, we bee and continue one,
according to the tennure and true meaning of the ensueing
articles.
I.  Wherefore itt is fully agreed and concluded by and
betweene the partyes, or jurisdictions above named, and
they joyntly and severally doe by these presents agree
and conclude thatt they all be, and henceforth be called by
the name of The United Collonyes of New England.
II.  The said United Colonyes for themselves and their
posterityes doe joyntly and severally hereby enter into
a firme and perpetuall leage of frendship and amyty, for
offence and defence, mutuall advice and succour, upon all
just occasions, both for preserving and propageating the
truth and libertyes of the Gospell, and for their owne
mutuall safety and wellfare.
IIL Itt is further agreed thatt the plantations, which att
present are or hereafter shall be settled within the lymitts of
the Massacusetts shall be forever under the government
of the Massachusetts; and shall have peculiar jurisdiction
amongst themselves in all cases as a entire body; and thatt
Plymouth, Conectecut, and Newhaven shall, each of them, in
all respects have the like peculiar jurisdiction and govern-
ment within their limmitts ; and in ref errence to the planta-
tions which allready are settled or shall hereafter be erected,
and shall settle, within any of their lymmits respectively,
provided, thatt no other jurisdiction shall hereafter be taken
in as a distinct head or member of this conf cederation, nor
shall any other, either plantation or jurisdiction in present
1 It is impossible to say how far these words were written in earnest;
the people of New England assuredly never showed any desire that England
should interfere with their local concerns.